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about the relationships among the objects in the scene. The Americans were more likely to begin with 
a description of the big fish and make only half as many comments about the relationships among the 
objects. Not surprisingly, when showed a second scene with the same big fish, the Americans were 
more likely to recognize the big fish as the same one as in the first scene (Nisbett, 2003).

More recently, Kitayama, Duffy, Kawamura, and Larsen (2003) showed Japanese and European 
Americans a picture of a square with a line inside it (see Figure 2.1). They were then given an empty 
square of a different size and asked to draw either a line the same length as the one they had seen or a 
line of the same relative length to the one they had seen. The European Americans were significantly 
more accurate in drawing the line of the same length, while the Japanese were significantly more accu-
rate in drawing the line of relative length. Differences in the environment and culture affected sensation.

The researchers then compared Americans who had been living in Japan and Japanese who had 
been living in the United States. The time for both was a few years. Given the same picture and task, 
the Americans who had been living in Japan were close to the Japanese in the original study, while the 
Japanese who had been living in the United States were virtually the same as the native-born Ameri-
cans. While other explanations are possible, one strong suggestion is that even living for an extended 
time in a new culture can modify sensation and cognitive processes.

Perceiving
Culture also has a great effect on the perception process (Tajfel, 1969; Triandis, 1964). Human per-
ception is usually thought of as a three-step process of selection, organization, and interpretation. Each 
of these steps is affected by culture.

Figure 2.1  Stimulus for Culture’s Effect on Sensation
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Source: Ishii & Kitayama (2003).


